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Greetings from all of us here at The Birchwood Area Food Pantry.  It’s been a while 
since our last Newsletter, but it’s not for a lack of activity that we have fallen behind in 
our correspondence.  Most of you know just how busy we volunteers have been.  After 
years of being “stuffed” into the corner of the basement of the Senior Center with no 
expansion possible, we finally  found a new home (right under our very noses), bought it 
and moved in.  Not quite that simple; actually, a crew of dedicated, hard working 
volunteers stepped in and did the conversion from an old printing shop to a bright, new 
food pantry.  Jim, Russell and Rich patched, scrubbed, painted, nailed and did all that was 
necessary to make this place our home.  Oh, and it would be a terrible oversight on our 
part not to thank Mike next door at the Café who kept our work crew fueled on coffee 
every day as they worked.  No one fell asleep on the job!  We also got a lot of help from 
many of our local merchants:  Amundson Appliances in Rice Lake moved all our 
refrigerators and freezers for us, made sure they were level and ready to go.  Chuck 
Barkley from Barkley Electric right here in Birchwood rewired the building for us to be 
sure that we had power where we needed it.  Greeners helped provide all kinds of “stuff” 
that was needed as we made our conversation.  Birchwood Flooring was able to help with 
a donation of flooring for our bathroom.  Hardware Hank was on hand to provide the bits 
and pieces that kept cropping up.  A labor of love with a lot of community pride. 
 
We moved in at the end of October and had our first food distribution the first Monday in 
November.  We wish you all could have been there to see the smiles of appreciation on 
our clients’ faces as they entered for the first time.  For many it was hard to believe that 
all this was to better serve them.  I hope that you will share with us the sense of 
satisfaction we all feel knowing that we have eased the burden that our less fortunate 
friends and neighbors are carrying by giving them a place where they can come in out of 
the cold, shop for themselves and come away with a sense of dignity.  Funds you have 
donated for this project couldn’t be more appreciated or put to a better use.  Thank you! 
 
While all this was going on we still managed to sell our, by now famous, Tacos In A Bag 
at the Mikana Parade on July 4th (in 95 degree heat) and then a couple of weeks later at 
The Birchwood Bluegill Fest (it was really hot that weekend, too).  We took a rest for a 
couple of weeks and then started cooking again.  This time, our little stand popped up at 
The Brill Harvest Days.  We tried something different, chili & chips, Italian beef 
sandwiches and pulled pork sandwiches – An instant hit!  Sold out of everything.  Well 
we made money, not a ton or nearly enough, but our hard work was rewarded with a 
small and much welcomed profit. 
 
Again, while all our construction crew readied our new home, we sold our wares at all the 
venues around us and we sponsored our first “Christmas Cash” raffle,  plans were well 
underway for our gala evening in December  and major fund raiser for the year;  our 
Madrigal Dinner and Concert.  It was a sell out; in fact, we could have sold a whole 
bunch more tickets if there had been room. The music was wonderful, the food devine, 



the decorations by Sandy and Deralee lovely; the service couldn’t have been better.  Our 
hats off to Tagalong, Adventures Restaurant, the Cumberland Chamber Choir and our 
own Birchwood teens under the supervision of their advisor, Sara Waldron who were our 
waiters for the evening, they did a great job.  Also, a great big “thanks” to the many area 
businesses who donated the many items for the silent and live auctions.  We can’t thank 
you enough for being so willing to help our cause.  All profits from the evening went to 
our building fund.  Thanks, again, for your support.  We can’t pay-off our mortgage yet, 
but we are getting close. 
 
Amidst all of the goings-on, at the beginning of the school year the Back Pack program 
for our school kids sprang into action and began supplying weekend food for 
approximately 50 children each and every week.  This year, in addition to weekend food, 
we expanded the program to include all non-school days during the school year. 
 
Thank you to all our volunteers who gave so much of their time, talent and money to 
make all this happen for our community.  None of this could get done with out your 
devotion to the projects we have undertaken.  Remember, no volunteer receives a dime in 
compensation for their volunteer hours.  They give and give as much as they can. 
 
As we entered the New Year and began to set our goals for this coming year, it has 
become very apparent to us that we are going to need a lot of help from our community in 
order to keep the pantry going.  We are experiencing more need for food assistance than 
we ever dreamed possible.  For every family that no longer needs our help and is on the 
way to recovery, we are greeted by one or two more who come to us in desperation.  We 
are doing our very best to meet the ever increasing need for basic food items; we 
distribute more than 4 tons of food each month at a cost of less than 14.00 per person.  
We give help to nearly 600 units each month which include children, seniors and 
everyone in between.  That’s quite a load for us to carry, but the need is there and 
growing.  In the midst of all this for some reason(s) donations have dwindled to nothing.  
The only contributions we are receiving are from our local churches.  It seems as though 
we have been abandoned by individuals, clubs, organizations and businesses, but we 
desperately need your support.  PEOPLE ARE HUNGERY AND THEY NEED OUR 
HELP!! 
 
We’ve planned fund raising event for the year beginning in April, so you’ll be seeing a 
lot more of us this spring, summer and fall!  BEGINNING APRIL 6TH at 9:30 a.m. we 
will have our first monthly BAKE SALE right at the Pantry (we’re located between the 
Café and the Bluegill Bar on Main Street).  You can look forward to a Bake Sale each 
and every month on the 1st Saturday of the month from April thru October.  We hope 
you’ll come out to support our efforts and encourage your friends and neighbors to do the 
same.  We still plan on having our food booth at the various “Fests” in the area 
throughout the summer as we serve some new culinary creations.  Hopefully, this fall 
we’ll have another major fund raiser that will be a fun event for our community, but more 
about that at a later date as plans unfold!  
 



In closing we want to set the record straight on a few points.  We want to make our 
position very clear:  1)  The funds used to purchase our building were funds donated 
specifically for that reason.  Less than 3,000.00 came from the general fund.  2)  Back 
Pack money stays with the back pack program.  3)  Our fund raising efforts going 
forward will be for our general operations which include the purchase of food as well as 
any other needs we encounter as we conduct business.  4)  If we should reach a point 
where our general fund runs so low that we would be in danger of closing down our 
operation because of lack of money, we will consolidate our funds and do whatever is 
necessary to keep our doors open and all our programs running.  This is OUR 
COMMUNITY PANTRY and our community needs us more than ever.  The areas which 
we serve are among the poorest in Barron, Washburn, Sawyer and Rusk counties.  
Beautiful land, clear blue lakes and very few employment opportunities.  Please consider 
lending a helping hand right now; send a check to The Birchwood Area Food Pantry, 
Inc., P. O. Box 201, Birchwood, WI 54817.  All donations are tax deductible to the extent 
the law allows. 
 
Any questions or if you would like to volunteer some time each month and join the 
pantry team, give us a call at 715-416-3139.  We’re always happy to hear from you. 
    
 
     


