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            Holidays Are A Special Time! The Birchwood Area 

Food Pantry had a wonderful holiday season thanks to our great volunteers and amazing 
donors! We served 81 families during our special Thanksgiving distribution. Our Craft & 
Bake Sale in early December exceeded all expectations and provided 50% more funds than 
last year’s event! Our special Christmas distribution provided Christmas dinners to 79 
families. Those same families enjoyed a light lunch and were able to select gifts for their 
families as well. Needless to say, there were a lot of smiles on people’s faces when they 
departed the food pantry. Words cannot begin to express our thanks to everyone who 
contributed in some way to these important events. Whether you bought a ‘Turkey Ticket’, 
contributed a craft or bake sale item, purchased a ‘Christmas Ticket’, or volunteered your 
time…..the result is that you were responsible for making our clients’ holidays more 
festive! Our thanks! 

 

        

 Thank you never seems quite enough for all the support you give to families in 

need of care and food.  But, you are there with your continued support and we 

are so thankful for your caring.  A special thank you to Pat Swanson for giving  55 

wrapped presents to the backpack program for Christmas. (toothbrushes and 

toothpaste)  Also a big thank you to Rose and John Brunclik and Dan and Karen 

Hoover for giving hundreds of beautiful squash.  Bless you for your gifts.  

! 

We are not only providing food for our clients, we are also providing hope and security. Just recently, I 
found that a young man, trying to finish high school, was living with another family due to circumstances 
beyond his control. With another mouth to feed, this family was struggling. I could tell it was bothering 
him that he may lose his current residence because of this. When we sat down with him at school to 
discuss how the Food Pantry could help, a noticeable sigh of relief came over him – knowing that the 
pressure of food insecurity was lifted. He is very appreciative to our Food Pantry for the help we 
provided him and his “adoptive” family.  

 

 
There is a lot of good news in the US economy and yet there are still many families in our service area that need 

food from our pantry. Many of you already know this but I would like to reiterate that the Birchwood Area Food 

Pantry receives no government funding and has no paid staff. It relies solely on donations and volunteers for its 

operation. Thank you for your donations! We met our 2016 fundraising goals but as you can understand, we 

need money every month. Please consider a donation. $25 will provide for one family visit; $50 will on the 

average, provide for one family for one month. May 2017 be a blessed year for you and thank you for your 

continued support! 

President’s Message 

Mark your calendars! On Sunday, Feb. 12th! Join us for a Spaghetti Dinner and 
all the trimmings at Reel ‘Em Inn on Long Lake from 11- 2 PM. $10 in advance or 
$12 at the door. Contact Bonnie – 715 – 651 – 5650. 

or 

      Serving the surrounding communities of Birchwood, Brill, Mikana, Stone Lake, Exeland & Long Lake 


