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       Thank you….Thank you…Thank you... 
     

 “To be generous is to give selflessly”  (Mother Teresa)

Thank all of you for your generosity.  We wish to give a special thank you to Sue West and her family for 
giving us 500 pounds of potatoes for Easter. Mary Kupper deserves a gold star for all her hard work and 
love she put into the “Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser” at her place, ”Reel ‘Em Inn”. And another couple of gold 
stars go out to Rande and Judy for the “Pig Roast Fundraiser” at their place “ Cheers Bar and Grill” at 
Tagalong.  Rande and Judy did an outstanding job working hard, giving selflessly and caring about our 
community.  Our food pantry is blessed because of all of you.                                       Thank You...  

Friends and Neighbors, Volunteers, & Donors
The Birchwood Area Food Pantry exists to provide food for our needy neighbors. Each distribution cycle 
(Saturday/Monday), we provide food for approximately 90 families. And, the need continues to grow! We have 
experienced a gradual increase for those in need over the past twelve months. Additionally, our special Easter 
distribution on April 12, provided an Easter dinner to 63 families from the surrounding area. It is truly a joy to 
know that we have made a difference in our neighbors’ lives! Of course, this could not be accomplished without 
the dozens of volunteers that work tirelessly to unload the trucks, stock the shelves, assist in the distribution, 
and raise the required funds to keep us going. And, we are continually amazed by our many donors who 
recognize the needs of our neighbors and step forward with their generous contributions. All of us at the 
Birchwood Food Pantry are so very thankful for everything you do to help our friends and neighbors in need! 

 Could you walk through the door?  If life changed for you and you were faced with food insecurities could you 
ask for help?  Sometime ago as I was trying to make a nervous 65 year old women feel more comfortable.  I told 
her we were happy to see her and glad she came.  She was silent and turned her back to me, as she turned to 
look at me a tear rolled down her face and she said, “You don’t understand…I hate coming here.”  I tried to 
console her with kind reassuring words but the sting of pride and the pain of humiliation was cutting deep into her 
soul.  She walked away, continued to shop and left through the door of humiliation never to return. How hard it 
must be for even the bravest of souls to walk through the pantry door and ask for food.                                                                                                

Mark your calendars!  *BAKE SALES the 2nd Saturday of the month, May-September. 
 *PIE AND HOMEMADE ICE CREAM AND BAKE SALE at 4th of July Mikana Parade.        

  DID YOU KNOW:  The Birchwood Area Food Pantry receives no governmental funding. We rely solely on private contributions, 
grants from charitable foundations, and our own fund-raising activities. With your generous support we are able to fulfill our goal of 
feeding our friends and neighbors who are in need.   THANK YOU!

BAKERS AND BUYERS COME JOIN US THE 2ND SATURDAY OF THE SUMMER MONTHS
Help us provide for our neighbors in need.  Love to bake, we would love your tasty treats!   Please deliver them to the Food Pantry on 
Main St. the day before the sale between 4 and 6 p.m. or 7 and 8 a.m. Saturday morning.  No need to cut them we will take care of that.  
We appreciate your support!   Any questions, please contact:  Ann Gleichert 715-651-7350 or Cheri Weingartner 651-492-7289 

BAKE SALE DATES:  MAY 13, JUNE 10, JULY 8, AUGUST 12 and SEPTEMBER 9
We will also need Pies and Bake Sale Treats for the Mikana Parade on the 4th of July.  Neil Johnson is making the ice cream. Contact 
Ann or Cheri, ( phone #‘s above), if you would like to make Pies or help at the events and Char Snarski (715-354-7077) for Bake Sale. 

The food pantry is blessed in so many ways.  With individuals that donate money and with people that like to volunteer their time 
and effort to make the pantry a valuable community resource, it certainly demonstrates blessing in our community.  Since there are 
no paid staff, volunteers are needed for every job. These jobs include food procurement, picking up and delivering food to the 
pantry, unloading trucks, stocking shelves, helping with food distribution days, home delivery, school back pack program, record 
keeping, building maintenance, and fund raising activities along with a long list of other rewarding opportunities.  Most of the jobs 
involve working together which makes them fun and easy to do.  If you are willing to volunteer, even for only a few hours a month, 
please call Rich Hokanson at 715-354-3912.
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