
News 
 
 

HEY, HEY - - - - THE WEATHER HASN’T SLOWED US DOWN!!! 
 

THE PANTRY HAS OPENED “AS USUAL” EVERY 1ST AND 3RD MONDAY OF 
EACH AND EVERY MONTH since this horrible winter started.  We plowed, shoveled, 
chipped away and swept every inch of snow that we could in an effort to keep the doors 
open for our clients.  Our food deliveries were on schedule and our volunteers showed up 
for work on every distribution and food delivery day whether it be four inches of snow or 
twenty below zero!  Talk about dedication; much thanks and appreciation for a fine job 
well done. 
 
And speaking about dedication – The Back Pack Program didn’t skip a beat!  Every 
Friday like clock-work the crew showed up to pack those bags for our Birchwood School 
kids enrolled in the program.  Below zero weather, snow up to your knees, sleet, rain or 
ice, they were there.  The kids love ya, thanks a million. 
 
Besides keeping up with the weather, the pantry has been a busy place these last several 
months.  We began our monthly bake sales in April and continued thru September, a 
first-time endeavor which proved to be just what Birchwood was waiting for.  Each 
month was a sell-out, how successful was that?  Thank you to all the volunteer bakers 
who supplied our wares each month.   
 
As we brushed away the crumbs from the July bake sale, we made way for Blue Gill Fest 
right here in Birchwood.  We set up our canapé right over our front door on Main Street 
and sold giant Italian Beef Sandwiches, B-B-Q Pulled Pork, and grilled Chicken 
Sandwiches along with giant cookies, ice cream, chips and soft drinks.  Another big 
success; hey, we were on a roll!  Next stop, Brill Harvest Days.  Same menu and same 
success.  Time for a rest!  We had planned a Fall Fest complete with polka band and a 
big, brat dinner, but there was little interest from the community, so the event was 
cancelled. 
 
We took a little rest, regrouped and geared up for the holidays.  Our annual fund drive 
began in November after The Rice Lake Community Health Foundation gave us a 
$5,000.00 matching fund grant.  They matched us dollar for dollar up to $5,000.00 and 
we made it!  Needless to say we’re going to apply again and hope they will increase the 
amount of their grant.  Wish us luck!!  By the way, a big, big thanks to all who donated to 
the fund drive; we really appreciated your help.  You are, in deed, our partners in 
supporting this community pantry. 
 
Before you know it, it was December.  Couldn’t resist, just one more bake sale.  Only this 
time we included a craft corner and lunch counter.  It was bitterly cold, ten below, and we 
were sure that no one would come out in that kind of weather.  Well, folks – it was the 
best sale of the year.  Thank you all you hearty soles who ventured out and made the day 
a success. 



 
While we scurried around tending our fund raising events and earning money to keep the 
pantry on a steady course, we managed to get a few projects completed.  Did you notice 
our new roof?  Bright copper no less; it’s hard to miss us as you drive down Main Street.  
Our Birchwood Boy Scout Troop offered to paint our building as their project to help one 
of the Scouts attain Eagle Scout status; the project will be completed this spring as 
weather permits.  We did some inside remodeling, ordered additional shelving and a new 
work sink.  Other project this spring will include new doors.  Thank goodness for the 
building fund.   
 
As we begin this New Year and try to look ahead as we make our plans, we feel that 
growth will be a continual thing.  Because of economic conditions in our area the need 
will continue and increase as it has done over the last ten years and more.  We are doing 
everything in our power to provide for this growth so that we can continue to provide the 
quality and quantity of food as we have in the past.  We have made a commitment to our 
community, and we intend to keep it.  With your continued support we will do just that. 
 
Here is what we have planned for this coming year.  You guessed it – Bake Sales 
beginning in April and running thru September; you’ll see us at the Blue Gill Fest and 
Brill Harvest Days with our “oh, so good” sandwiches and treats.  This year we’ve added 
a stop off at Gordy’s County Market in Rice Lake for a couple of weekends manning the 
Hot-Dog and Brat Stand at their store.  In December we hope to be part of the Birchwood 
Winter Fest again (hope the weather is better!) and, of course, we will (if approved) 
participate in The Rice Lake Community Health Foundation matching fund program.  
That stacks up to be a fund raising event every month for the year.  In addition to 
manning the pantry and caring for our clients; we’ve got quite a load. 
 
We can always use a few good volunteers; so if you would like to join this active group, 
donate a couple of hours or more each month, give us a call.  We’ll be happy to talk with 
you and answer your questions before you make a commitment.  Just give us a call at 
715-416-3139; we’re sure there is a job just for you.  Or better yet, come join us for a 
Volunteer’s Luncheon on Thursday, April 24 at 11:30 at Grace Lutheran Church in Brill 
at the corner of County V and 23-1/2 Street.  Just R.S.V.P. to this phone and we’ll set a 
place for you.  You’ll meet and mingle with volunteers, officers and directors and find 
out first hand what we’re all about. 
 
Be sure to visit us on the web:  info@birchwoodareafoodpantry.com for updates, info and 
news.  In the meantime donations of time, food and money are always welcomed and 
needed.  Monetary donations should be sent to The Birchwood Area Food Pantry, P. O. 
Box 201, Birchwood, WI 54817.  Monetary donations are tax exempt to the extent the 
law allows.   


